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If  I  had  tvo  tomatoes  that  looked  exactly  alike... one  in  this  hand  and  one  in 
the  other... No,  I'm  not  proposing  a  painful  arithmetic  problem. ..I  just  want  to 
point  out  that  one  of  the  tomatoes  could  contain  more  vitamin  C  than  the  other. 

Now,  we  all  know  different  varieties  of  tomatoes  have,  in  general,  different 
amounts  of  the  vitamin  in  them.    But  these  two  could  be  of  the  same  variety. 

When  I  first  heard  this,  I  thought,  "Well,  of  course.    It's  the  soil  they 
were  grown  in.    Wouldn't  that  make  a  difference?"    But  the  research  workers  at 
the  United  States  Plant,  Soil  and  Nutrition  Laboratory  at  Ithaca ,New  York  say  not. 
They've  conducted  a  series  of  experiments  to  determine  why  tomatoes  of  the  same 
variety  end  up  with  different  amounts  of  vitamin  C.    It  seems  that  tomatoes  from 
a  given  spot  of  ground  would  contain  a  high  vitamin  C  content  one  time... a  lower 
one  the  next... and  maybe  an  even  higher  one  in  the  third  crop.    That  shows  the 
soil  wasn't  responsible. 

Well... the  scientists  moved  the  problem  from  the  field  to  the  laboratory.  All 
factors  that  might  influence  the  vitamin  C  content ...  such  as  temperature,  illumi- 
nation, moisture  supply  and  mineral  nutrient  supply. . .were  controlled.    And  all 
the  factors  were  ruled  out  but  illumination.    Vitamin  C  content  varied  with  the 
amount  of  light. 

Back  in  the  field,  the  test  was  proved.    The  vitamin  C  content  varied  with 
the  amount  of  sunshine  tomato  plants  got  for  about  two  weeks  before  the  tomatoes 
were  picked. 

So  even  if  we  aren't  solving  an  arithmetic  problem,  we  do  get  a  lesson  from 
the  research  workers'  experiment.    It's  better  to  grow  tomatoes  in  the  part  of 
our  gardens  where  they'll  be  sure  of  getting  the  most  sunshine. 
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